Community Service

OBJECTIVE:

To provide necessary services to the local community by contributing skills, staffing, or funds to community-based activities.  Organize and hold social events to promote networking among members and strengthen chapter participation in events.
DUTIES:

The primary duty of the Community Service Director is to ensure that the chapter maintains a well-rounded community service program.  These duties are carried out by organizing events and recruiting members to participate.

A Community Service activity plan is to be completed at the beginning of the year for submission to National.  This is part of the Recognition Reporting program.  The plan should include a tentative schedule of the community services activities expected to take place through the year.

A budget for the year of program activities should be prepared and turned in to the Treasurer as soon as possible in the beginning of the program year.

The following is a listing of programs that have been completed in the past along with contacts.  This list should not be considered the only possibilities for activities and the Director is encouraged to be creative and try to develop activities that will generate member interest.

· VITA
Contact Linda Keefe Lewis (or replacement) Coordinator for: Asset Independence Coalition, 517-308-0029 in mid-October to mid-November.  Ask for training dates for volunteers to attend, including training on State of Michigan tax forms.  Training is usually provided in January.  The volunteer’s commitment is the training and as many nights per week from February through April 15, with one week off for spring break, that their schedule allows.  

· CAPITAL AREA HUMANE SOCIETY RUN & WALK for the ANIMALS
This is an annual event held in conjunction with the Capital Area Humane Society. This fundraiser is to help support the operating costs of the Humane Society. Contact Jamie (or replacement) at the Capital Area Humane Society at (517) 626-6060 to arrange logistics. .This event takes place in September at Fitzgerald Park in Grand Ledge.  We normally provide a couple of volunteers to assist with tallying the registrations. 
· ADOPT A HIGHWAY (previously supported)
This is a state-wide program in which the chapter cleans trash from a two-mile stretch of highway.  A sign is posted showing that AGA adopted that section of the highway.  Contact is made with the Michigan Department of Transportation for information on the program.

2010 - Other activities are being investigated with a focus on helping the needy with a food drive, serving meals at a homeless shelter, etc. 
For all activities performed, the Community Service Chair will need to organize the event, arrange for participants to help carry out the activities, and provide adequate notification and publicity via the Newsletter and website.  A summary of the event for inclusion in the newsletter and website should be prepared after the activity is complete.

After the events are completed, forward a copy of all participants to the Awards & Nominations Director for tracking for the membership participation award.

